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MOGADISCIO 1407

SUBJECT: DETENTION US OWNED SHIPS SOMALI A

REF: MOGADISCIO 139 5

1. IN MY FAREWELL CALL WITH PRESIDENT SRC, GENERAL SIAD WHIC H
LASTED OVER TWO HOURS, WE RANGED OVER A NUMBER OF PROBLEMS (REPORTE D
SEPARATELY) . THIS MESSAGE CONTAINS ONLY THE GIST OF THE GSD R
DECISION ON THE SHIP S.

2. DESPITE VARIOUS CONCERNS AND A DEEP FEELING OF RESENTMEN T

AT FACT U .S . S HIPS HAVE NOW FOUR TIMES IGNORED AND VIOLATED SOMALI

LAWS, SHIPS WILL DEFINITELY BE RELEASED. A FINE WILL BE LEVIED T O

COVER EXPENSES (SIAD NOT SPECIFIC ON AMOUNT) . SHIPS CAN LEAVE
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VERY SOON, PERHAPS BY THIS WEEKEN D
3 . COMMENT: I CONSIDER THIS TO BE DEFINITIVE ASSURANCES' GSDR ACTIO N

ESPECIALLY SINCE IT SUPPLEMENTED BY UNEXPECTED TALK WITH GENERA L
SAMANTAR PRIOR TO MEETING WITH SIAD, WHO APPEARED TO AGREE THA T
SHIPS MIGHT BE ABLE LEAVE BY PROPOSED DATE MY OWN DEPARTUR E,
JULY 18 .
I HOPE, HOWEVER, THAT THOSE WHO HAVE STAYED THE COURSE I N
FOLLOWING THIS PROBLEM WILL READ THE SUPPLEMENTAL TELEGRAMS I A M
SENDING ON THIS CONVERSATION .
HADSEL
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